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Sir: 



In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56, 1.97, and 1.98, Applicant respectfully requests 
consideration of the references listed on the attached Form PTO-1449. Copies of the references 
listed and not previously submitted are also enclosed. 

Applicant respectfully requests that the Examiner consider the references cited on the Form 
PTO-1449 and that the Examiner indicate that the references have been considered in this application 
by returning a copy of the Form PTO-1449 with the Examiner's initials in the left column per MPEP 
609. 

A non-final Office Action on the merits has already been issued in the current Application. 
Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(c)(1), Applicant states that the two U.S. Patents (5,658,329 and 
5,700,289) listed on the Form PTO-1449 were not cited in a communication from a foreign patent 
office in a counterpart foreign application and that these items were not known to any individual 
designated in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of this paper. 

Applicant notes that EP 153672 was previously submitted to the Patent Office, but without an 
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English language translation. This reference was not considered by the Examiner as evidenced by 
the Form PTO-1449 returned to the Applicant with a non-final Office Action mailed January 28, 
2004. Applicant submits herewith a published English abstract for EP 153672 which Applicant 
believes complies with the concise explanation of relevance pursuant to MPEP 609(A)(3). 

Finally, Applicant notes that only the second of two pages of the Form PTO-1449 filed 
October 27, 2003 as part of a Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement was returned to 
Applicant in the Office Action of January 28, 2004. Applicant kindly requests that the Examiner 
indicate that these references have been considered by initialing and returning to Applicant the 
enclosed, additional copy of the first page of the Form PTO-1449 filed October 27, 2003. 

In light of the preceding remarks. Applicant believes that no fee is due as the only references 
not previously submitted to the Patent Office were not previously known to the Applicant and the 
appropriate statement under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c)(1) has been provided. In the event that a fee is 
required for this submission, authorization is given to charge the undersigned's Deposit Account No. 
50-0206 in the appropriate amount. 
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1900 K Street, N.W., Suite 1200 
Washington, D.C. 20006-1109 
Ph. (202) 955-1500 
Fax (202) 778-2201 



Date: April 7, 2004 
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Registration No. 28,562 
Shawn K. Leppo 
Registration No. 50,31 1 
(804) 788-8516 (direct telephone) 
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